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- Perry  Beekm an

Once  a g a in, I ha v e  the  priv ile g e  o f re co rd ing  w ith m y w o rking  trio , fe a turing  Pe te r To m linso n o n pia no  a nd  Lo u Pa ppa s o n ba ss. I a m  d e e ply ind e bte d  to  
the se  tw o  m a ste rful m usicia ns fo r the ir ine stim a ble  co ntributio ns a nd  co m m itm e nt. 

Fo r m e , the re ’s no thing  quite  a s “’S W o nd e rful” a s a  G e rshw in tune . I ho pe  tha t a s yo u liste n to  the se  tra cks, yo u’ll a g re e .

- In a d d itio n to  inspiring  co untle ss cho ruse s o f im pro v isa tio n, ja zz m usicia ns ha v e  w ritte n innum e ra ble  m e lo d ie s tha t fit o v e r the  cho rd  cha ng e s o f “I G o t 
Rhythm ”. I first sing  the  o rig ina l m e lo d y, includ ing  the  se ld o m -he a rd  intro d ucto ry v e rse . Afte r the  g uita r so lo , w e  play a  m e lo d y I w ro te  a s m y sm a ll 
co ntributio n to  the  cre a tiv e  tra d itio n o f “Rhythm  Cha ng e s.”

- I tho ug ht tha t a  strippe d  d o w n g uita r/v o ice  tre a tm e nt o f “I’v e  G o t a  Crush o n Yo u” w o uld  be  a n e ffe ctiv e  w ay to  pe rfo rm  this cla ssic lo v e  so ng . The  
G e rshw in’s o rig ina lly w ro te  it a s a n up-te m po  d a nce  num be r. Le e  W ile y w a s the  first v o ca list to  slo w  it d o w n a nd  sing  it a s a  ba lla d .  Afte r first playing  a n 
instrum e nta l cho rus in the  cla ssic cho rd -m e lo d y style , so  d o  I.

- W ha t m a ke s “Fa scina ting  Rhythm ” pa rticula rly fa scina ting  fo r m e  is G e o rg e ’s use  o f synco pa tio n, a  m usica l te chnique  tha t pla ce s a cce nts o n the  w e a k 
be a ts o f the  m e a sure . Pe te r’s pia no  pa rt e v o lv e s into  a  co unte r m e lo d y w ith the  g uita r to  e nha nce  the  se nse  o f the  une xpe cte d . Lo u’s so lid  w a lking  ke e ps 
it a ll sw ing ing .

- “Oh La d y Be  G o o d ” ha s be e n a  sta ple  o f the  ja zz playe r’s re pe rto ire  fo r d e ca d e s. To  he ra ld  its cla ssic sta tus, I quo te d  a  bit o f “Rha pso d y in Blue ” in the  
intro d uctio n. The n, I upd a te d  the  cho rd  structure  to  fre she n thing s up a  bit w hile  still ke e ping  the  tune  re co g niza ble . Che ck o ut the  “So li” se ctio n a t 3:0 4. 
I like  to  try to  m a ke  the  trio  so und  like  a  little  big  ba nd !  

As w ith m y pre v io us re le a se s, the  m usic o n this CD is a  co m bina tio n o f ca re fully pla nne d , w e ll-re he a rse d  a rra ng e m e nts, a lo ng  w ith so m e  g o o d  o ld  fa shio ne d   
“blo w ing .” (As w e  ja zz fo lk like  to  ca ll im pro v isa tio n.)  My g o a l ha s be e n to  cre a te  a  se tting  fo r e a ch tune  tha t he lps e xpre ss its e sse ntia l na ture . He re  a re  so m e  
e xa m ple s o f w ha t I m e a n:

The  so ng s o f G e o rg e  a nd  Ira  G e rshw in a re  no t o nly v a stly im po rta nt und e rpinning s o f m y o w n m usica l w o rld , but 78 ye a rs a fte r G e o rg e ’s pa ssing  in 19 37, still 
a  v ibra nt pa rt o f o ur la rg e r cultura l he rita g e :
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